Pre- Dinosaurs Information
The planet earth is about 4,600 million years old, that’s really old.  At first there was no life on earth. The first living creatures emerged from the sea; these creatures were so tiny that we could only see them with a microscope.  About 500 million years ago the first fish developed in the sea.  435 million years ago the first plants started growing on the land. 395 million years ago the first animals were evidenced on land. 225 million years ago dinosaurs appeared. 
65 million years ago The DINOSAURS DIED!
The first human appeared on Earth approximately 2 million years ago.

The Dinosaurs lived on this earth for approximately 165 million years.  No one really knows why the dinosaurs died. Some people think that the dinosaurs died when a giant meteorite fell to earth from space killing the dinosaurs. They believe that when it hit the earth it made a huge cloud of dust which blocked out the sun. The dinosaurs relied on the sun for warmth and may have died because it was too cold for them.  j
The name dinosaur means Terrible Lizard.
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Dinosaur Information by Type
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Allosaurus (Al-o-saw-rus) meaning Different Lizard.
Allosaurus was up to 38 feet long, 16.5 feet tall and weighed about 1000 pounds. It had a 3 feet long skull with two short brow-horns and bony knobs and ridges above its eyes and on the top of its head. It had large, powerful jaws with long, sharp, serrated teeth 2 to 4 inches long.  Allosaurus was a powerful predator that walked on two powerful legs, had a strong, S-shaped neck, and had vertebrae that were different from those of other dinosaurs (hence its name, the "different lizard"). It had a massive tail, a bulky body, and heavy bones. Its arms were short and had three-fingered hands with sharp claws that were up to 6 inches long. It was a meat eater (carnivore). Allosaurus lived in western North America and Australia.
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Baryonyx (Bayr-ee-ON-iks) meaning Heavy Claw
Size This Baryonyx was 32 feet long and weighed 2 tons. It had huge foot- long (12 inches) claws on its hands and a long straight neck.  In addition its tail was long and it had 2 large rear legs.  This dino lived in the early Cretaceous Period. Baryonyx was a meat eater and was capable of walking on either 2 or 4 of its four muscular legs.  This dino was found in Europe.
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Brachiosaurus(Brack-ee-o-saw-rus) means Arm Lizard
An enormous plant eating dinosaur, 40 -50 feet tall and 85 feet long, weighing 60-80 tons, that’s about the same as 12 African Elephants. It had a long neck, small head and a short thick tail.  Its front legs wee longer than its hind legs. Its nostrils were on top of its head.  Lived in the middle to late Jurassic Period.  Brachiosaurus was a plant eater (herbivore). It walked on all four legs. Brachiosaurus were found in Grand River Valley, in western Colorado and in Tanzania, Africa
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Coelophysis (Seel-oh-fie-sis) meaning Hollow Form
One of the smaller meat eating (carnivore) dinosaurs some believe it was a scavenger. This dinosaur was about the size of a 10 year old human. The Coelophysis was one of the first dinosaurs. It had strong, clawed hands to grab its prey. It is thought that this dinosaur was not adverse to cannibalism, as one fossil has been found with a baby Coelphysis in its stomach. Coelophysis lived during the late Triassic period, roughly 210 million years ago; it was one of the earliest-known dinosaurs. Coelophysis lived in what was then a seasonally dry, desert-like environment, a savanna-type climate perhaps like modern-day Kenya without the grasses (since flowering plants hadn't evolved yet). It probably lived and hunted in packs fossils have been found in New Mexico, USA. Coelophysis most likely reproduced by laying eggs. They were cannibalistic (like many modern-day reptiles) since the tiny Coelophysis skeletons within the adult Coelophysis were not embryos, but young Coelophysis. They were slight of built, long-legged, and very light because of hollow bones, Coelophysis was a very fast, two legged runner. 
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Compsognathus (Komp-sog-nath-us) meaning Pretty Jaw
The smallest known dinosaur, it had sharp teeth and could run really fast to catch little lizards to eat. Compsognathus was a bird-like dinosaur that walked on two long, thin legs; it had three-toed feet. A long tail acted as a counterbalance and for stability during fast turns. It had short arms with two clawed fingers on each hand. Compsognathus had a small, pointed head with small, sharp teeth, hollow bones, and a long, flexible neck. Compsognathus was from 28 inches-4.6 feet long weighed about 6.5 pounds and was about the size of a chicken. Its femur (thigh bone) was only 4. 3 inches long. It was a Carnivore (meat-eater) who caught and ate small animals, including insects and lizards. This dino lived in the Jurassic period, about 155-145 million years ago in Germany and France.
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Deinonychus (dine-o-nike-us) meaning Terrible Claw
This dinosaur was the size of a human adult, and hunted in packs in order to catch larger dinosaurs. It had long fingers and claws on its back feet to tear and rip open flesh. It was 10 feet long, 5 feet tall and weighed only 175 pounds. This was small dinosaur compared to a TREX.  It had a curved flexible neck, big head, sharp serrated teeth (like a steak knife) and very powerful jaws.  Deinonychus had a 5 inch sickle like (sharp) claw on its toes. This dino had a large brain and very good eye sight.  This was a very smart Dinosaur from the Cretaceous Period. It lived in southern Montana. 
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Edmontosaurus (ed-mont-o-saw-rus) meaning Edmonton Lizard
A duck billed dinosaur. It had a 'sac' on its nose which it could fill with air and vibrate to make a horrible noise like a very loud frog. It was a plant eating (herbivore) dinosaur, which had hundreds of constantly growing teeth in its huge mouth to help it eat tough plants. It was 42 feet long, 10 feet tall at eh hips and weighed 3-4 tons.  Edmontosaurus lived during the Cretaceous period. It was a slow-moving dinosaur with few defenses, but may have had keen senses (eyesight, hearing, and smell) to help it avoid predators in its swampy habitat.  Edmontosaurus probably ate low-lying plants like cycads, conifers, and ginkgos. It lived in western North America, including Montana and Wyoming  USA, and Alberta, Canada.
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Iguanodon (Ig-wan-o-don) means Iguana Tooth (Cretaceous Period)
Size was 30’ long, 16’ tall, three toed feet with a spike on each hand
It was once thought that this dinosaur had a horn on its nose and many pictures and models were made in this way. However we know now that the 'horn' was actually a spike on its thumb. Iguanodon was a plant eating dinosaur (herbivore), it spent much of its time eating and usually walked on all 4 legs, but when needed it could run on only 2 legs, like a human. Bones of Iguanodon have been found in many places including Belgium, England, Germany, North Africa, and the USA.
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Parasaurolophus (par-a-sa-ro-lof-us) meaning Crested Lizard
This was a duck billed dinosaur. It had hollow breathing tubes in side its nasal crest. When it breathed out hard, it probably sounded like a trumpet. It was 33 feet long and 16 feet tall weighing 3 to 4 tons. This dinosaur was extremely long, with a hollow boney crest. Its nostrils were at the end of its snout and went up through the crest and back forming 4 tubes. Its crest was 6 feet long.  Its skin was pebbly textured, its beak was spoon shaped, its tail was pointy and its fingers are believed to have been webbed. This crested lizard lived during the Cretaceous Period. It was a plant eater (herbivore). It walked and ran on two legs and was fast.  Theses dinosaurs lived in Alberta, Canada and New Mexico and Utah in the USA.
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Stegosaurus (Steg-o-saw-rus) meaning Roof Lizard
This large dinosaur was a plant eater (herbivore), 26 to 30 feet long, 9 feet tall and weighed 7000 pounds .The spiny plates along its back were possibly for soaking up the heat from the sun. Its skull was long and narrow, containing a brain the size of a pea. Stegosaurus carried its head close to the ground and had 17 boney plates embedded on its back and tail spikes at the end if it’s flexible tail to protect itself from enemies.  Each Spike was up to four feet long. Its rear legs were longer and straighter than its front legs.  Stegosaurus lived in the late Jurassic period. IT was a plant eater (herbivore) and walked very slowly on all four legs  Stego’s lived in western North America, western Europe, southern India, China, and southern Africa.
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Triceratops (tri-ser-a-tops) meaning Horrible Three-Horned Face
Size Triceratops was 30 feet long, 10 feet tall and weighed 6-12 tons. It had three horns on its face and large boney plates projecting from the back of its skull.  It had a short horn above its parrot-like beak and two longer horns (over 3 feet long) above its eyes. It lived in the late Cretaceous Period.  Triceratops was a plant eater (herbivore). It walked on all four legs and was a slow moving dinosaur. Triceratops was plant eater who lived western Canada and the western United States. 
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Tyrannosaurus (Tie-ran-o-saw-rus) meaning Terrible Lizard, Tyrant Lizard King.  This was one of the fiercest dinosaurs. It was a meat eating dinosaur (carnivore) that ate smaller dinosaurs, or frightened others from their kill. It had huge zigzagged teeth to rip through meat. It was 40 feet long, 15-20 feet tall and weighed 5-7 tons. If it stood outside your house it could look through the upstairs windows! It had a long stiff pointed tail to help it balance. It had very large pointed teeth that were replaceable if damaged. TREX had really small useless arms and it walked on its toes.  TREX lived in the Cretaceous Period. Bones have been found in Asia and North America.
Meaning 


